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Terra  Populus, pa rt of the United  Sta tes’  Na tiona l Sc ienc e Founda tion’s new Da taNet initia tive, is 

develop ing  organiza tiona l and  tec hnic a l infrastruc ture to integra te, p reserve, and  d issemina te da ta  

desc rib ing  human popula tion and  the environment over time. Terra  Pop ulus will inc orpora te 

mic roda ta  and  aggrega te c ensus da ta  from a round  the world , as well as land  use, land  c over, 

c lima te and  other environmenta l da tasets. The p opula tion mic roda ta  in Terra  Po p ulus c ome from the 

Minnesota  Pop ula tion Center’ s IPUMS-Interna tiona l p rojec t, whic h has c ollec ted , ha rmonized , and  

made ava ilab le to resea rc hers c ensus mic roda ta  from 211 c ensus samp les in 68 c ountries. Terra  

Populus is d evelop ing  methods of integra ting  d a ta  from d ifferent doma ins and  transla ting  ac ross da ta  

struc tures based  on spa tio-tempora l linkages among da ta  c ontents. The key to linking  IPUMS-

Interna tiona l’ s mic roda ta  to other spa tia lly referenc ed  da ta  is boundary files of the low -level 

administra tive d istric ts c oded  in the mic roda ta  rec ords. Terra  Pop ulus will d issemina te da ta  in a  va riety 

of forma ts, inc lud ing  mic roda ta , a rea -based  aggrega tes, and  gridded  da ta . The infrastruc ture 

c rea ted  by Terra  Pop ulus will enab le researc hers to identify and  merge da ta  from heterogeneous 

sourc es to stud y the rela tionships between human behavior and  the na tura l world .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


