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Terra Populus, part of the United States National Science Foundation’snew DataNet initiative, is
developing organizational and technical infrastructure to integrate, preserve, and disseminate data
describing human population and the environment over time. Terra Populuswillincorporate
microdata and aggregate censusdata from around the world, aswellasland use, land cover,
climate and otherenvironmental datasets. The population microdata in Terra Populuscome from the
Minnesota Population CentersIPUMS-International project, which hascollected, harmonized, and
made available to researcherscensusmicrodata from 211 censussamplesin 68 countries. Terra
Populusisdeveloping methodsof integrating data from different domainsand trandating acrossdata
structuresbased on spatio-temporal linkagesamong data contents. The key to linking IPUMS
International’smicrodata to other spatially referenced data isboundary files of the low-level
administrative districtscoded in the microdata records. Terra Populuswill dissesminate data in a variety
of formats, including microdata, area-based aggregates, and gridded data. The infrastructure
created by Terra Populuswillenable researchersto identify and merge data from heterogeneous
sourcesto study the relationshipsbetween human behavior and the natural world.
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