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European Forum for Geography and Statistics 

MINUTES - EFGS/GFGS SC 

 
Time: Wed Sept 26, 2018 10-11 CET Participants: EFGS/ GFGS Steering Committee Attendance 

EFGS    
Statistics Austria Ingrid Kaminger (+43) 1-71128 7773 Ingrid.Kaminger@statistik.gv.at n/a 
Statistics Estland Ulle Valgma  ulle.valgma@stat.ee p 
Statistics Finland Marja Tammilehto-Luode (+358) 29551 3244 Marja.Tammilehto-Luode@stat.fi p 
Statistics France Vincent Loonis (+33)1 41 17 5255 vincent.loonis@insee.fr n/p 
Statistics Ireland Dermot Corcoran +353 1 895 1316 dermot.corcoran@cso.ie n/a 
Statistics Netherlands NiekVan Leeuwen (+31) 70 337 4732 nlwe@cbs.nl p 
Statistics Norway Vilni Verner HolstBloch (+47) 6288 5097 vvh@ssb.no p  
Statistics Poland Anna Sławińska  A.Slawinska@stat.gov.pl n/a 
Statistics Poland Janusz Dygaszewicz (President) (+48) 22 608 33 41 J.Dygaszewicz@stat.gov.pl n/a 
Statistics Portugal Ana Maria Santos (351) 218 42 6244 ana.msantos@ine.pt n/a 
Statistics Spain Ignacio DuqueRodriguez (+34) 91583 0398 ignacio.duque.rodriguez@ine.es n/a 
Statistics Slovenia Igor Kuzma (+386) 1 234 0716 Igor.Kuzma@gov.si n/a 
Statistics Sweden Jerker Moström (+46) 8 506 9 40 31 jerker.mostrom@scb.se p 
GFGS    
Statistics Australia Martin Brady (+61) 7 3222 6070 m.brady@abs.gov.au n/a 
EU JRC Matina Halkia (+39) 0332 78 6242 matina.halkia@ec.europa.eu n/a 
Columbia University  Kytt MacManus (+01) 845-365 8939 kmacmanu@ciesin.columbia.edu n/a 
U.S. Census Bureau   Joshua Comenetz (+ 01) 301 763 1430 joshua.comenetz@census.gov n/a 
IBGE Maria do Carmo DiasBueno (+ 21) 21 2142 4702  maria.bueno@ibge.gov.br n/a 
EuroGraphics Carol Agius  Carol.Agius@eurogeographics.org n/a 
ONS UK Ian Coady  ian.coady@ons.gov.uk p 
EUROSTAT Ekkehard Petri (+35) 2 4301 36745 Ekkehard.PETRI@ec.europa.eu p 
EFGS Secretary Marina Backer Skaar (+46) 706344041 backerskaar@mdmapping.se p 

1. Minutes and Agenda 
• Corrections from last meeting 
• AOB  

2. Future meeting calendar 
October Oct 16-17 in Helsinki General assembly  Personal meeting – dinner together 
November To be decided  Tele-meeting 
December To be decided Tele-Meeting 
Jan 2019   

Feb 2019   

March 2019 March 28-29 GISCO meeting Luxembourg Personal meeting 
   

 
3. EFGS Conference 

• Helsinki Oct 16-18 2018 – update & status http://efgs2018.fi/ => Marja 
• No of registrations today > 200 Delegates from >45 countries  
• Ten sessions with 52 presentations, parallel on Day 2. Overall tight in order to fit everyone 

in.  
• Abstracts = 60 reviewed and accepted.  Poster place offered to ‘not accepted’. 
• Panel Session Day 3 – Input is needed for a discussion around the topic ‘ The way 

forward’ – discussion around the future role of EFGS. Pls contribute with input for the 
panel discussion directly to Marja. Panel to be with representatives from NSI, NMA, 
EUROSTAT and other relevant organisations.  

• Key-Note Speakers - Julien Grunfelder, Toni Ahlqvist, Ed Parson and Steven Vale  
• Academic and Research No submission from Univ. Southampton. Instead other academic and 

research organisations have contributed.   
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Lars Backer Award 
• Nomination group is ready for a nomination among the candidates. Winner to be ready by end 

of this week. => Nominationgroup = Janusz, Marja, Ekkhard, Pierre Gorgio and Marina.                        
• Price gift – diploma and statuette ready. If two, same solution as last year => Marina 
• Hand-made ‘bow-tie’ pins to all winners by – 5 will be ready!  => Ingrid 

• EFGS PINS – No solution! Hopefully solved at EFGS 2019  => Marja 

• EFGS Future Conference 
• 2019 – ‘Call for Tender’ – to be announced at Helsinki conference  => Ekkehard 
• Beyond 2020 – to be further discussed in GEOSTAT 3 final report.  

A statement by EFGS SC members to be forwarded in regards to managerial, financial and 
implementation aspects. How to proceed to be discussed and agreed => Everyone /Jerker 

 
4. GEOSTAT 3 – update  

• 3rd round for comments of current draft. Input before Oct 3rd.  
• A final physical meeting scheduled for Monday Oct 15 in Helsinki    => Jerker 

5. GEOSTAT 4 – ‘Call for proposal’ according to the scope presented at GISCO meeting  => Everyone 
• Ekkehard underline the need for a good consortium – in place hopefully before end of GEOSTAT 3, Dec 

2018. To be further discussed in Helsinki  

6. EFGS WEB  => Janusz/Anna 
• Statistics Poland submitted an input to ‘call for tender’ regarding service and maintenance starting Jan 

2019. To be confirmed in Helsinki at the latest.  
 

7. SDG - status => Dermot 
• n/a  

. 
8. GFGS – update  => Vilni, Ian  

• GFGS is progressing in project FairHair, to be presented at EFGS 2018 Helsinki conference. Hexgrids 
(ISEA3H16) using DGGRID has been produced for all GFGS participating countries. In addition also for 
Haiti, Rwanda, Pakistan and Mozambique. Possible also for Kenya in near future. A hexgrid for all of 
Europe is also to be made. GFGS plan to make a “grid challenge” in Europe. 

• DGGRID is one of many possible grid tools that may be used, none of them are however certified, and most 
of them are rather demanding to use. 
DGGRID has been developed by Kevin Sahr from Southern Oregon University, and he has done a lot of 
work to stream line the process of generating country specific grids using GADM as input files. So far 
experiments have been done for Portugal, Norway, Haiti, Rwanda, Pakistan and South Korea. US census 
plan to do internal tests with provided hexgrids. Australia also plan to do testing. 

• GFGS see the need for having a meeting in front of or during the EFGS conference. Different options where 
discussed; parallel meeting, or prolonged Geostat 3 meeting on Monday 15th of October, or during the 
EFGS dinner meeting in the afternoon. GFGS will have a Webex meeting Thursday 27th of September and 
discuss this. Vilni will after that talk with Marja and Jerker for final decision. 

• Development of Geospatial standards - contribution from Ian 
As part of the development of geospatial standards for statistics, a Statistical Domain Working Group is 
being set up within the Open Geospatial Consortium to help identify requirements and use cases of the 
statistical community. The establishment of this Domain Working Group will be put to an electronic vote of 
the OGC members in the coming weeks and attention can then be turned to the establishment of a 
programme of work. Topics of interest already identified include discrete global grids, table joining service, 
linked data, geopackage, data cubes, disclosure control, data partitioning and metadata. The statistical 
community will now be consulted through upcoming events such as EFGS, the World Data Forum and 
World Geospatial Information Congress to help refine these into a programme of work 
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9. AOB 
• Contribution to EFGS Piggy Bank  

• For a contribution, pls use the following Euro bank account 
IBAN: SE 626000 0000 0000 5072 2859  
BIC: HANDSESS  
Account holder: Marina Backer Skaar  
Bank: Handelsbanken, Box 10070, SE-10055 Stockholm, tessinparken@handelsbanken.se 

• For cost involved and contribution over the years – see below. 
  

Year  Type  Cost € Contribution By  Comment 
2016 Paris - LB Award incl. flowers to winners and 

organisers 
260 +260 MBS 1 winner incl. thanks 

to the organisers 
2017 Dublin - LB Award incl. flowers to winners and 

organiser  
300 +300 MBS 2 winners 

2017   +  50 cash Ekkehard  Dublin 
2017   +  50 cash  Janusz  Dublin  
2018   +  50 cash  Niek  Stockholm  
2018   +100  Ekkehard Account  
2018   +  50 Vilni  Account  
2018 ‘Bow-Tie’ Pins  ??  ??  Ingrid  In-kind  
2018 Helsinki - LB Award incl flowers to winners 

and organiser 
??   MBS  

      
 

10. Next SC Meetings  
• Oct 15 – dinner in Helsinki at 19hrs for GEOSTAT3 and SC members.  

Pls confirm your attendance directly to Marja. Location to be decided.   => Marja 
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