
 

 

The Base Register for Addresses and Buildings in the Netherlands 

The Dutch Base Register for Addresses and Buildings (BAG) is part of the system of key registers in 
the Netherlands. The BAG is maintained by the municipalities and distributed centrally by the Dutch 
Cadaster and is one of the national base registers at the moment.  

 

 

Figure 1. The Dutch Base Register for Addresses and Buildings (BAG) 

 

Registers with globes contain geometry 

Explanation of colors: green=ready and yellow= not yet ready 

It is an authentic registration, which means that public authorities are obliged to use it, to prevent 
unnecessary extra work in maintaining address databases, copies and data versions. The information 
is open data. This is an effective implementation of the principle “storing data only once and leaving 
data at its source“.  

BAG is updated daily and contains address information and building information including the 
geometries (address points, and building contours). The address points with their link to the population 
registry by entity ID, are the basis of the spatial statistics of the Netherlands. 

 

Base register of Addresses and Buildings (BAG) 

 



 

 

 

Figure 2. The structure of the BAG 

 

https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/openbare-ruimte : Public space: Street or Square 

https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/ligplaats : Area reserved for houseboat 

https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/standplaats : Area reserved for caravan or trailer 

https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/verblijfsobject : Entity, smallest area where people live or work 

https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/pand : Building containing none, one or more entities 

https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/nummeraanduiding : Address with identifier. 

https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/woonplaats : City, town and surroundings 

Buildings contain one or more entities were people live or work. Buildings adjacent and part of the 

cadastral parcel may contain no entities. 

Dwellings and work places are registered to an entity, an area for houseboat or an area for trailer, these 

are called “Adresseerbaar object”. The entity, houseboat and trailer will have at least one address 

(hoofdadres) but multiple addresses may occur (nevenadres).  An address is only an attribute of an 

entity, houseboat or trailer. 

All occurrences of the objects in the figure of the structure of the BAG have a unique identifier. Once 

added to the BAG, these identifiers will not change over time. The content may change, for instance, an 

address may change but the address identifier will not change and stay connected to the entity identifier. 

Stelselcatalogus (all base registers) 

The base registry of addresses and buildings is one of the base registries interconnected. 

The content and description, definition of different elements of all base registries is in the 

“Stelselcatalogus” https://www.stelselvanbasisregistraties.nl/registraties/  

The description and published elements for instance of “verblijfsobject”(smallest entity of working and 

living) is revealed through: 

https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/openbare-ruimte
https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/ligplaats
https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/standplaats
https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/verblijfsobject
https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/pand
https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/nummeraanduiding
https://kadastralekaart.com/begrippen/woonplaats
https://www.stelselvanbasisregistraties.nl/registraties/


 

 

https://bag.basisregistraties.overheid.nl/begripdetail?subject=http://bag.basisregistraties.overheid.nl/id/

begrip/Verblijfsobject   

Linked data BAG  

All BAG objects are served as Linked Data. The table above shows their translation in English, but also 

the link to their description. 

The address part and the buildings are served as separate INSPIRE services according to their 

corresponding INSPIRE themes: 

http://nationaalgeoregister.nl/geonetwork/srv/dut/catalog.search#/search?facet.q=type%2Fdataset&is

Child='false'&resultType=details&any_OR__title=adressen%20(inspire%20geharmoniseerd)&fast=ind

ex&_content_type=json&from=1&to=20&sortBy=relevance 

This is a good example of the GSGF principle of following the standards and making data machine-

readable. 

The data is also served as OGC geo services:   

https://bag.basisregistraties.overheid.nl  

INSPIRE harmonised: 

Buildings 

wms: https://geodata.nationaalgeoregister.nl/inspire/bu/wms?request=GetCapabilities  

Atom feed: https://service.pdok.nl/kadaster/gebouwen/atom/v1_0/downloads/buildings_atom.zip  

Addresses 

wms: https://geodata.nationaalgeoregister.nl/inspire/ad/wms?service=wms&request=getcapabilities  

wfs: https://geodata.nationaalgeoregister.nl/inspire/ad/wfs?request=GetCapabilities  

 

Contact information 

Drs. Niek van Leeuwen, Statistics Netherlands, n.vanleeuwen@cbs.nl or info@cbs.nl 

 

Ir. Pieter Bresters, Geonovum, p.bresters@geonovum.nl  
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