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Abstract:
The United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM) is a
formal intergovernmental mechanism to discuss, enhance and coordinate global geospatial information
management activities.
UN-GGIM: Europe is one of the five regional bodies of UN-GGIM. Since its formation in 2014, it has
promoted the collaboration between national mapping and cadastral authorities and national statistical
institutes, along with entities and observer bodies in Europe, actively working to maximise synergies while
avoiding duplication of effort.
In the decade since UN-GGIM’s establishment there has been a changing focus and increased awareness of
the importance of geospatial data at national, regional and global levels. The adoption of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, and more recently the COVID-19
pandemic illustrate the critical need for trusted, authoritative location-based data.
In Europe, the European Green Deal establishes a green transformation in the light of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals. Furthermore, the ambition of the recently adopted European strategy for data is of a
‘society empowered by data’, anchoring data as the basis for better decision-making.
At national and regional levels, developments in policy frameworks continue to shape the way Member
States collect, share, and use data. This can be seen through the emergence of data-centric legislation and
strategies in the EU and non-EU Member States.
This changing landscape makes it imperative for UN-GGIM: Europe to adopt and implement a strategy that
complements the changing data scene and user needs in order to maximise its regional contribution.
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