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Access to gardens

From Ordnance Survey MasterMap



Most households are linked to some form of 
garden

From Ordnance Survey MasterMap

• 12% of households 
in England

• 9% in Wales 

• 13% in Scotland

have no private or 
communal outdoor 
space



But ethnic minorities are less likely to have a 
garden

From Natural England’s MENE Survey



Socioeconomic disparities in garden access are 
most pronounced in London

From Ordnance Survey MasterMap

% of GB households with an outdoor space by nation/English region and IMD decile



Private gardens are smallest in London but 
largest in the South East

From Ordnance Survey MasterMap



Access to parks

Ordnance Survey Open Greenspace



0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

0 to 5 5 to 10 10 to 15 15 to 30 30+

Approximate Walking Time (mins)

Parks and playing fields

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

0 to 5 5 to 10 10 to 15 15 to 30 30+

Approximate Walking Time (mins)

Parks only

Distance to Parks & Playing Fields

Ordnance Survey Open Greenspace

• Harrow  - 83%

• Na h-Eileanan Siar -19% 

• Ranked by access to 

greenspace, six out of the top ten 

local authority districts are in 

London.



Ordnance Survey Open Greenspace

Areas least likely to have a private garden are most 
likely to live close to a public park



How has lockdown changed our relationship with greenspace?



Use of parks during lockdown and after lockdown compared to a 
baseline (3 January to 6 February 2020)



Use of parks in 2020 compared to 2009-2018



Difference in use of outdoors in lockdown 2020 
compared to lockdown period in 2009-2018



The closer people were to their nearest park, the 
more likely they were to visit during lockdown
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Around 9 in 10 people surveyed by Natural England in 
May 2020 agreed that natural spaces are good for 
mental health and wellbeing. More than 40% noticed 
that nature, wildlife, and visiting local green and natural 
spaces have been even more important to their 
wellbeing since the coronavirus restrictions began.

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/the-people-and-nature-survey-for-england-monthly-interim-indicators-for-may-2020-experimental-statistics


Find out more

• Office for National Statistics publication ‘How has lockdown 
changed our relationship with nature?’

• Office for National Statistics publication ‘One in eight British 
households has no garden’.

• Google Mobility Reports ‘COVID-19 Community Mobility Reports’.

• Natural England data ‘The People and Nature Survey’.

• Office for National Statistics publication ‘UK air pollution removal: 
how much pollution does vegetation remove in your area?’

• Office for National Statistics publication ‘Urban green spaces raise 
nearby house prices by an average of £2,500’.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/articles/howhaslockdownchangedourrelationshipwithnature/2021-04-26
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/articles/oneineightbritishhouseholdshasnogarden/2020-05-14
https://www.google.com/covid19/mobility/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/people-and-nature-survey-for-england
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/articles/ukairpollutionremovalhowmuchpollutiondoesvegetationremoveinyourarea/2018-07-30
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/articles/urbangreenspacesraisenearbyhousepricesbyanaverageof2500/2019-10-14

