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Abstract:
At the global level, the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development has been shaping much of the
discussions on the major challenges our societies and planet are facing. The recent pandemic crisis has
reinforced how essential it is to have timely and location-based reference data available to capture the
varied territorial impacts of COVID-19. The creation of an indicator monitoring framework has shown
to be a complex task, but it has also proven to be an opportunity to showcase the importance of
geospatial data and its integration with statistical data in enhancing, measuring and monitoring
progress made towards the SDGs.
The UN-GGIM: Europe Working Group on Data Integration has been working on the contribution of
geospatial data analysis and its integration with statistical data to address specific SDG indicators and
targets by taking into account the specificities of the European context regarding data availability,
policy orientation and governance arrangements. The background and experiences of European and
national initiatives addressing the SDGs from a geospatial perspective are also being considered.
The presentation will present the work being carried out on selected SDG indicators (11.2.1, 11.3.1,
15.1.1, 1.5.3.1) and the on-going analysis to provide methodological, operational, and technical
guidance in the use of geospatial data and statistics to compute SDG indicators, reflecting on solutions
which may contribute to reduce statistical burden, increase territorial detail of SDG indicators and in
support of localised recovery actions. Special attention is being given to the contribution of Earth
observation using pan-European sources and to environment-related SDG indicators.

