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The Australian Bureau of Statistics is 

Australia’s national statistical agency. 

We provide trusted official statistics 

on a wide range of economic, social, 

population, and environmental 

matters of importance to Australia.

Our purpose is to inform Australia’s 

important decisions by delivering 

relevant, trusted, and objective data, 
statistics, and insights.

Geoscience Australia is the national 

geoscience public sector organisation. 

We deliver enduring data and advice 

that helps government, industry and the 

community to address challenges and 

enhance opportunities facing Australia.

Our mission is to be the trusted source 

of information on Australia’s geology 

and geography for government, industry 

and community decision making. 
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Location Inter-Departmental Committee

Improved place-based policy, program and service delivery 

through strategic coordination and collaboration 

of location analysis, data and capabilities 

across the Australian Public Service.
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quickly respond to, and prepare for, current and future national emergencies 
and security issues

enhance the wellbeing of people in our cities and regions, sustainable growth
in economic activity, and job creation across all regions and Indigenous 
communities

reduce the cost of doing business – within government, with government, and 
in the community

Location Inter-Departmental Committee
– benefit focus areas
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The service is a partnership, made up of world leading science, information and expertise from the Bureau 
of Meteorology, Geoscience Australia, CSIRO and Australian Bureau of Statistics. It brings the 

Commonwealth’s extensive climate and natural hazard information into a single national view.
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CARSA will provide :

Prevention and Preparedness

• Strategic and Tactical preparation for Hazards

• Early Warning of coming Hazards and which 

Assets and Communities are Exposed

Response

• Situational Awareness, Guidance on Forecasts

• Intelligence on the Disaster Zone

Relief

• Information on the Scale of the Disaster

• Intelligence on Impacts

Recovery

• Intelligence for Recovery Efforts

• Information for undertaking recovery with 

betterment

Resilience, Reconstruction and Risk Reduction

• Intelligence and Actions for immediate 

Resilience 

• Guidance for long-term Resilient Communities, 

Assets and Infrastructure

• Data and Information for improved Climate 

Change Adaptation

Turning complex, fragmented 

information into:

• Single point of truth

• Authoritative advice

• Expert Knowledge on climate 

and natural hazard risks to 

improve disaster response 

and build a resilient Australia

Delivered through online 

services and dedicated staff 

supporting EMA and NRRRA

EMA NRRA
Client 
Focus

CSIRO

BOM ABS

GA
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A key piece of the Australian Government's 

strategy to be a leading digital economy by 2030.

A sustained and free-to-use interactive geospatial 

platform.

Better access to authoritative, geospatially-enabled 

national data about Australia – population, 

economy, employment, infrastructure, health, 

land and the environment.

More informed decisions about planning, 

infrastructure and investment at the local and 

national level.

Digital Atlas of Australia
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Access to well-organised, national coverage of foundation 

geospatial data and simple analytics:

▪ supporting critical, national, government missions

▪ business, citizen and general use

▪ secure use

▪ spatially-enabled Web services, APIs and downloads

“Find & See” + “Analyse & Compare” + “Personalise”

Digital Atlas of Australia
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Lesson Learnt

Respect distinct interests and specialisations – ultimately both are data agencies

Build good relationships among individuals and understanding between agencies

Good will is essential – formal agreements aren’t critical

Advocate and support each other’s role and position – grow influence, not divide it

Identify opportunities to add value together – use each other’s strengths

Eliminate duplication and increase consistency – clients value authoritative information

Link to policy initiatives of government and in partner agencies

As the relationship matures, invite others in and build a broader collaboration
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