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Ireland’s geospatial data hub



Ireland’s United Nations Sustainable Development Goals team

Statistics and Data GovernanceGeospatial Data and GeoHive Platform



Then … refocusing the SDG team to COVID-19
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GeoHive COVID-19 Group - Purpose & Vision

Purpose

• To coordinate the technical, data, policy, and financial activities related to 
providing key data and tools, via GeoHive the State’s geospatial data hub, to 
inform Ireland’s response to the COVID-19 outbreak

Vision

• To provide key data and tools to inform Ireland’s operational intelligence and 
situational awareness efforts in response to the COVID-19 outbreak



Terms of Reference, March 2020

July 2013

1
To build a participation network that facilitates the “collect 
once, use many times” philosophy of the Public Service 
Data Strategy in the response to the COVID-19 outbreak

To introduce geospatial and statistical data governance 
procedures that focus on reducing/removing data 
duplication

To maximise the use of the GeoHive through appropriate 
data collection and data visualisation

2

3



Data, infrastructure and processes

The Group has established:

 GeoHive COVID-19 response platform with public/private/secure virtual 
data hubs

 Geo-statistical data governance and management sub-group to provide 
expertise in support of the national COVID-19 response

 GeoHive technical architecture sub-group to provide the expertise in 
support of the national COVID-19 response

 8 initiatives delivered to date which are summarised in the following slides



COVID-19 Data Ecosystem and Data Governance
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Dashboards, Reports and Analysis



Public COVID-19 Dashboard

GeoHive service Apps Usage

Publically available Health 

Surveillance Monitor Dashboard for 

the Department of Health.

https://geohive.maps.arcgis.com/ap

ps/opsdashboard/index.html#/29dc

1fec79164c179d18d8e53df82e96

Updated daily. 

Over 750,000 hits during March to 

June on desktop; 650,000 on mobile 

devices.

https://geohive.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/29dc1fec79164c179d18d8e53df82e96


National Public Health Emergency Team secure data hub

GeoHive service Apps Usage

Secure data hub to provide geo-

statistical visualisation for the 

National Public Health Emergency 

Team (NPHET) and the Department 

of Health (DOH).

Restricted access for nominated 

NPHET and DOH personnel.

Updated daily.

Over 100 National Public Health 

Emergency Team key personnel 

actively using the service.



National COVID-19 data hub

GeoHive service Apps Usage

Publically available National COVID-

19 Geospatial Data Hub as a central 

location for up-to-date geospatial 

information related to COVID-19.

https://covid19ireland-

geohive.hub.arcgis.com/

Free access with additional resources 

in development including StoryMap 

and new dashboards.

Over 500k hits per day.

https://covid19ireland-geohive.hub.arcgis.com/


Local Authority dashboard

GeoHive service Apps Usage

Local Authority Community Support 

GeoHive data platform under the 

Government’s “Community Call” 

initiative to provide supports or 

services to any vulnerable person 

who needs them. 

https://community-call-covid-19-

geohive.hub.arcgis.com/

Public and secure dashboards; 

updated daily.

Publically available for use by all Local 

Authorities with a daily data supply.

https://community-call-covid-19-geohive.hub.arcgis.com/


Dept. of An Taoiseach business dashboards / reports

GeoHive service Apps Usage

Department of An Taoiseach 

(Ireland’s Prime Minister) for 

recovery phase planning.

Map-based dashboard that displays 

business and retail information, 

showing the classification, density 

and size of business premises by 

location.

Secure data hub to visualise the 
impact of a decision to reopen a 
particular part of the economy;
dashboard with business location 
data, classified by business type.

OSi have also provided business data 
reports and analysis.



National Transport Authority data service

GeoHive service Apps Usage

National Transport Authority and 
Local Authority service for Social 
Distancing in Ireland which includes 
average width of Sidewalks, 
Pedestrian Zones and Public 
Transport Platforms.

Data service that focuses on Ireland's 
sidewalks to showcase the suitability 
of current sidewalks in complying with 
the social distancing rules.



An Garda Síochana data hub

GeoHive service Apps Usage

Geo-statistical visualisation of traffic 

volume data for An Garda Síochana 

(Irish Policing Service).

Restricted access for nominated 

Garda personnel.

Secure access for all Senior Garda 

Personnel and Garda Control Room 

for traffic mobility and trend analysis.



5* Linked Open COVID-19 data

GeoHive service Apps Usage

Daily Open Data update to 

data.gov.ie as 3-star and 5-star 

linked open data.

https://data.gov.ie/dataset?q=covid

&sort=score+desc%2C+metadata_cr

eated+desc

Updated daily.

Between 3k and 13k hits per day for 

the 6 services.

https://data.gov.ie/dataset?q=covid&sort=score+desc,+metadata_created+desc


Key takeaways / lessons learnt

• COVID-19 Pandemic has formalised OSi’s geospatial data hub, GeoHive, as an 
authoritative standardised public sector data collaboration platform

• Geospatial data and apps have played a key role in revealing insights, patterns and 
trends as part of the Ireland’s COVID-19 response

• Geospatial and statistical data governance removed duplication and enabled sharing

• Rapid response due to re-use of existing platform, however there was still a significant 
data management overhead due to various standards used across data sources

• Resulted in the real understanding of the value that geospatial data and infrastructure
plays in enabling data sharing, collaboration & analysis to gain insights and to manage.



Next steps include …

 Support key Government decision-makers to inform 
Ireland’s Roadmap for dealing with the pandemic

 Expand data and visualisation tools 

 Develop, with key national stakeholders, StoryMaps 
on the National COVID-19 response

 Continued data management and governance, 
including as open data services
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Thank you


