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Outline of Presentation

ÅPart 1 - Country / Census 2021 Overview

ÅPart 2 - Developments for 2021 operation

ÅPart 3 ðBalancing Characteristics: Challenges



Part 1

Country and 

Census Overview



Å Official Census taking began in Ireland circa 
1813, and was closely aligned to Great Britain

Å In the beginning this caused some issuesé

Å The 1812 Act for taking account of the population 
in Ireland was essentially copied from the 1810 
act used for Great Britain: it failed to take into 
account the unique geography and attitudes of 
the ònativesó ðresponse rates were very (very!) 
low

Å In 1815, a new Act was passed that reorganised 
the collection and included input from the local 
coadjutor in each county (Bishops assistant)

Å This led to a rather more successful Census in 1821

Background information: Ireland



Å No pre -coding of answers, simply a blank long -
form was delivered

Å Enumerators, typically local police constables, 
went from house to house collecting the census 
forms from literate families, and filled in the 

required information for those heads of 
household who could not read and write. 

Å Census forms were signed by both the 
enumerator and the head of household, no 
matter who had filled in the required 
information ðAn early example of audit -tracing!

What the 1841 statistics showed: A total island 

population of 8,175,124 of which only 15% lived in 

towns.

Background information: Ireland



Å Land Area : 81,931 km²

Å National territory only : 70,273 km²

Å Length : 467 km (Malin Head to Mizen Head)

Å Width : 275 km (Howth Head to Slyne Head)

Å Coastline : 2,796 Km

Å Highest Mountain : Carrauntoohil, 1,041m a.s.l.

Å Longest River: The Shannon, 360 km

Å Largest Lake : Lough Neagh , 381 sq km²

Å Average Rainfall : 1,100mm per annum

Å Wet Days (Ó1mm) : 155-256 per annum

Å Average Temperature : 9.3-10.9°C

Å Population Census 2016: 4.76 million

Background information: Ireland
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Background information: 

Ireland

Å More than half of Irelandõs
current population wasnõtborn
when the nation voted to join
the European Economic
Community (EEC) in 1972

Å Largely transformed from an 
agriculture dependent 
economy into a modern open 
economy

Å 1.345 million living in County of 
Dublin, 550k in the city

Å 210k in Cork City

Å Largely driven by hi -tech FDI 
industry and global exports

Å Hosts of the EFGS in 2017
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