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Open Geography is…….
the principle that our geospatial data are 
designed and delivered with the requirements 
of the statistical community right at its core



What is ‘Open Geography’?
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ProductsProducts

DataData

•Feedback
•Customer Queries
•Consultations
•Geography Services User Forum

•Open Geography portal
•Linked Data portal
•D-V-D

•Codes eg RGC
•Boundaries
•Lookups eg NSPL
•Presentational 
Guidance

•Services (APIs)
•Quality Assurance
•Metadata



Catering for a different user experience

Geography Name Date of Op Date of 
Term

Status Area Entity Owner OA LAD

E05003247 Kendal Castle 01/01/2009 N/A Live 271.77 E05 DCLG E00097846 E07000031

E05003248 Kendal Far Cross 01/01/2009 N/A Live 169.57 E05 DCLG E00097852 E07000031

E05003249 Kendal Fell 01/01/2009 N/A Live 141.71 E05 DCLG E00079859 E07000031

E05003250 Kendal Heron Hill 01/01/2009 N/A Live 57.79 E05 DCLG E00097871 E07000031

E05003251 Kendal Highgate 01/01/2009 N/A Live 74.43 E05 DCLG E00097865 E07000031

E05003252 Kendal Kirkland 01/01/2009 N/A Live 41.91 E05 DCLG E00097885 E07000031

E05003253 Kendal Mintsfeet 01/01/2009 N/A Live 187.86 E05 DCLG E00097982 E07000031

E05003254 Kendal Nether 01/01/2009 N/A Live 84.02 E05 DCLG E00097873 E07000031

E05003255 Kendal Oxenholme and Natland 01/01/2009 N/A Live 508.61 E05 DCLG E00097906 E07000031

E05003256 Kendal Parks 01/01/2009 N/A Live 60.82 E05 DCLG E00097912 E07000031

E05003257 Kendal Romney 01/01/2009 N/A Live 64.11 E05 DCLG E00097866 E07000031

E05003258 Kendal Stonecross 01/01/2009 N/A Live 72.08 E05 DCLG E00097867 E07000031

E05003259 Kendal Strickland 01/01/2009 N/A Live 70.60 E05 DCLG E00097926 E07000031
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Open Geography 
portal and Linked 
data portal







• Legacy technology
• Expensive

• Cheaper CoTs solution
•  Maintains functionality
• No adverse impact on users

Old…

• Platform –  loosely coupled 
components  allowing in-
house configuration 
without the need for 
intensive coding

• ‘Black box’

New…

• Aged look 
& feel



Where do you want to take your dissemination?

Simplify? Modernise? Revolutionise?
Won’t get you far Expensive and unreliableDoesn’t solve the problem



“…This is simply AWESOME !“
"...This should be a beacon to all Government Agencies (including my own) of 

how   to make vast amounts of datasets easily available"
"...Easy and intuitive ways to view the data"
"...Multitude of formats to download including the gold standard...APIs"
"...I only hope the rest of the geographic industry take heed of this [portal]"
"...Excellent work, truly fantastic...“

Peter Kohler 
Geographic Information Lead Officer, Shared ICT service, for the London Boroughs 
of Hammersmith & Fulham, Kensington and Chelsea, and Westminster City 
Council.  



….ought to be some more way of 
sorting or filtering (or both!) long lists 
of results. 

Dave Martin – Southampton University

The sorting and filtering is an Esri 
feature and something ONSG 
cannot change. We have however 
added dropdown menus for each 
product category at the top of the 
home page and a ‘latest releases’ 
within each drop down.

….you need to add a page similar to the 
“download products” listing on the old 
version as that made it very easier to 
search…

Jonathan Fitton – Pitney Bowes Software 



…we have to download the ONSPD and 
then route around your website to find 
the accompanying documents... 

Adrian Ward - Hopewiser

The postcode files have now been re-
released with the accompanying 
documents – all zipped up

..’Where’s the  postcode data extract 
tool gone? This was great as the whole 
file is far too big to open in Excel and I 
could extract just the records I need. …

Stephen Paul  - Hertfordshire

…Postcode data no longer available via 
an API…

@drsnooks via Twitter

 

API is now available and remains 
consistent. The user can now always 
pick up the latest version of the 
postcode data via the API without 
having to change code every quarter   

 

A separate CSV file for each postcode 
area exists that can be opened in Excel.  

A web service is in alpha that extracts 
from our postcode products





Who  - service provider?



Where ?



How - referrals 





Open Data dashboardOpen Data dashboard



Open Data dashboard







Use Case: Open Geography Portal

Use NS Postcode 
Lookup to show grant 
destinations by 
different geographies

Use NS Postcode 
Lookup to show grant 
destinations by 
different geographies

Department of Energy & Industrial Strategy



Index of Multiple Deprivation analysis of the Peak District  - David Alexander
Peak District National Park Authority

Use Case: Open Geography Portal

http://dgalexander.github.io/2016-07-15-IMD_PDNP/



ONSG Linked Data Portal

• Grown by 18% each week since launch
• 4,000 sessions on the linked data site
• 22,000 page views
• Visits from 119 different countries (US, Italy 

and France being the largest after the UK)
• Also Oman, Uzbekistan and Haiti
• NISRA, DEFRA and Welsh Government are the 

largest identifiable users
Not bad given linked data is currently sat at the bottom of the ‘trough of disillusionment’



The Gartner Hype Curve



Demo



Open Geography is….

• User informed
• High quality
• Free and open
• Easily accessible
• Simple to use
• Quickly deployed
• Low cost CoTS
• Reliable

“awesome”



The future

statistics  & 
geography

Data Discovery Alpha

GSS Data 
Discovery
GSS Data 
Discovery





Summary

• User is key – but some users more than others

• The more open you are, the harder to 
understand your users

• Reuseable platforms rather than bespoke 
systems



OGP
Claire Dawson
Claire.dawson@ons.gsi.gov.uk
Twitter: @ClaireD44973120

Linked Data
Ian Coady

Ian.coady@ons.gsi.gov.uk
Twitter: @iancoady

ANY BURNING QUESTIONS?

‘Product’ managers

ons.geography@ons.gov.uk

http://statistics.data.gov.uk

http://geoportal.statistics.gov.uk
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